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a symbol of Castleman’s contribu-
tions to the local area and Cherokee 
Park, such as the creation of the 
Tyler Park neighborhood and his 
role as the President of the Board 
of Park Commissioners in Louisville 
for nearly 25 years. However, he 
also segregated parts of Cherokee 
n Ďæɼ�QôĎÁ�ĒċÁ¸Ùľ¸ èèĳɷ�� ĒęèÁí î�
segregated the tennis courts after 
he saw African-Americans using 
them. Castleman also called for 
the construction of his very own 
statue — the one that now stands in 
Cherokee Triangle. 

Quillen Castleman Flanigan, a 
15-year-old sophomore at duPont 
Manual High School and the great-
great-nephew of Castleman, believes 
that the plaque on the Castleman 
statue should be changed.

ʓ=ʖí�ľîÁ�ıÙę×�ę×Á�Ēę ęĝÁɷ�·ĝę�
the plaque talks about him being 
in the Confederacy. They need to 
change it to what he did for the 
park, instead of acknowledging 
him being a Confederate general,” 
Flanigan said. 

The plaque on the Castle-
man statue mentions the attempt 
Castleman made to free Confederate 
prisoners, his prison sentence and 
pardoning, and his military history 
in Puerto Rico on one side. On the 
other side, it talks about his stud-
ies at the University of Louisville 
and his contributions to our city’s 
park system. 

Bill Allison, a retired local 
civil rights attorney and former 
elected alderman of the Highlands, 
believes a major problem with 
Castleman statue is that people 
don’t understand the man behind 
the statue. 

“A lot of people just had no 
idea,” Allison said, “and I think a 
lot of us didn’t even know what 
his background really was until we 
started getting together, talking about 
Ùęɷ� î½�ľî½ÙîÓ�×ÙĒęôĎÙ¸ è�ĎÁĒôĝĎ¸ÁĒɼʔ��

Whether it’s a nostalgic tribute 
to American history or an unnec-

essary portal to an unjust, violent 
past, one thing is for certain: the 
Castleman statue in Cherokee park 
is causing a lot of tension and confu-
sion all around the city. And on Aug. 
13, these clashing opinions became 
İÙĒÙ·èÁ�Ùî�ę×Á�ÒôĎí�ôÒ�ÓĎ ÒľęÙ�ı×Áî�
the statue was covered with orange 
spots and lines. 

But Louisville isn’t the only city 
in our state where Confederate stat-
ues are causing controversy. Recently, 
the Confederate statues of John Hunt 
Morgan and John C. Breckinridge 
were placed in a private storage space 
because the city council unanimously 
voted to move both monuments out 
of downtown Lexington in August. In 
September, the Lexington Cemetery 
Board decided to relocate the statues 
to the cemetery where both Morgan 
and Breckinridge are buried. The 
statue removal in Lexington has been 
peaceful — the polar opposite of what 
happened in Charlottesville. 

After witnessing the events 
in Charlottesville, McGlawn-Zoller 
claimed it was the worst protest 
she’s been to over Confederate 

statues. She hopes that the violent 
events in Charlottesville will bring 
awareness to issues that have been 
around for a long time but have not 
had enough light shed on them.

“I think for a long time people 
have tried to ignore that this has 
been a problem and is a rising issue,” 
McGlawn-Zoller said.

What’s the real question? 
Heyer was more than a just a victim 
of the events in Charlottesville. Her 
death illustrates the hatred that still 
exists in our country. 

The Confederate statues have 
a deeper meaning than just monu-
ments of military leaders in the 
South — they’re powerful symbols 
that are bringing racial issues to the 
surface. Charlottesville showed how 
those issues can erupt in violence, 
but that doesn’t have to be the norm. 
WĝĎ�ÓÁîÁĎ ęÙôî�íĝĒę�ľî½� �ı ĳ�ęô�
draw the line between American 
pride and American shame. Our 
past may already be carved in stone, 
but our future doesn’t have to be a 
ĎÁĿÁ¸ęÙôî�ôÒ�ċ Ēę�íÙĒę æÁĒɼ «

undreds of torch-wielding 
white supremacists surround-
ed the anti-fascist counter-
protesters. Holly McGlawn-
Zoller, a member of Louisville 

Anti-Racist Action, witnessed the 
protest that night in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia on Aug. 11. She saw 
the orange glow of torches, like 
 �ĿĝôĎÁĒ¸Áîę�ÒôÓɷ�èÙÓ×ęÙîÓ�ĝċ�ę×Á�
statue of Robert E. Lee in Emanci-
pation Park. 

The echoes of chanting from 
both sides grew louder, and smaller 
groups battered each other with 
ľĒęĒɷ�ĒęÙ¸æĒɷ�· ęôîĒɷ� î½� îĳę×ÙîÓ�
ÁèĒÁ�ę×Áĳ�¸ôĝè½�ľî½�ęô�ĝĒÁ� Ē�ıÁ ċ-
ons. Others stood apart from the 
¸ôîĿÙ¸ęɷ�ı ę¸×ÙîÓ�ôĎ�ĎÁ¸ôĎ½ÙîÓ�ę×Á�
disturbance. Torches were no longer 
a way to cast a light in the darkness; 
instead, they were weapons used to 
¸èĝ·�×Á ½Ē�ôĎ�·ĝĎî�ĿÁĒ×ɼ�

Shortly after, the counterpro-
testers retreated, but the worst was 
yet to come. The next day, a white 
nationalist named James Alex Fields 
Jr. plowed his Dodge Challenger 
through a crowd of counterdemon-
strators, killing Heather Heyer — a 
32-year-old Charlottesville resident 
and activist — and injuring 19 others, 
including McGlawn-Zoller, who suf-
fered a broken leg.

This event sparked outrage 
across the country, but before we 
talk about the effects, we need to 
understand the debate.

Fifty-four percent of Ameri-
cans are opposed to removing 
Confederate statues according to 
an August poll conducted by Reu-
ters, an international news agency 
headquartered in London, England. 
Within this 54 percent, people have 
a few different reasons for wanting 
the statues to stay. For example, 
some view taking down the statues 
of Confederate soldiers as an at-
tempt to alter or erase American 
history and culture. Others believe 
that the statues are a form of free 
expression. These opinions aren’t 
necessarily grounded in support 
for the Confederacy. 

“They show the history of 
ę×Á��îÙęÁ½�uę ęÁĒɼ�=ʖí�ľîÁ�ıÙę×�ę×Á�
statues being there, but we should 
not disrespect them,” said Zach 
Schell, a sophomore at Trinity High 
School. “As a country we should 
treat the statues like any other 
piece of history and use them to 
symbolize what we once were, not 
what we are now.” 

But what about the people who 
do want something to change? Some 
want to add to the statues’ plaques 

or historic markers to inform people 
ôÒ�ę×Á�ĒÙÓîÙľ¸ î¸Á�ę×Á�Ēę ęĝÁ�× Ē�ęô�
the city, the role the person depict-
ed had in the Civil War, and the in-
justices the Confederacy represents. 
For others, however, that’s still not 
enough. There are others across 
the nation who want the statues to 
either be removed completely or 
relocated to a museum because they 
believe that Confederate statues 
normalize racism. Similar opinions 
can be found here in Louisville. 

“I mean there aren’t statues of 
Hitler in Germany, so why should we 
have statues of Confederate leaders?” 
said Collin Cagata, a freshman at 
the University of Kentucky. “Statues 
aren’t a way to remember our his-
ęôĎĳɷ�ę×Áĳ� ĎÁ� �ÒôĎí�ôÒ�ÓèôĎÙľ¸ ęÙôîɼʔ�

QŕƤ�āŕĈž�Ƈĩĭž�ÝƷĈûƇ�iŕƍĭžƣĭńńĈ�
Ýōā�ŕƇĩĈŸ�fĈōƇƍûŀƪ�ûĭƇĭĈžɛ
This debate is happening all over the 
country, and Louisville is no excep-
tion. For many Louisvillians, there’s 
ôîÁ�ĒċÁ¸Ùľ¸�Ēę ęĝÁ�ę× ę�¸ôíÁĒ�ęô�
mind: the John Breckinridge Castle-
man statue in the Cherokee Park area. 

The statue is controversial be-
cause Castleman was a Confederate 
Civil War general, exiled by Abra-
ham Lincoln and later pardoned. 
One side argues that the statue is 
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Debate heats up over removal of Confederate statues from 
cities around the nation.

H
I think for a long time people have tried to ignore that this has 
been a problem and is a rising issue.”“
Holly McGlawn-Zoller, Louisville activist

IN STATE STRIFE
A statue of Confederate General 
John B. Castleman stands at 
the center of a roundabout at 
Cherokee Park. 
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For more information on the  
statue situation in Kentucky,  
check out our video at 
ontherecordmag.com


